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Stormy Daniels answers the door of her Houston hotel room wearing little
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athletic shorts and a green Pantera tank top over a sports bra, her long

blond hair in a loose ponytail. We shake hands and she jumps back onto her

bed, sitting up with her legs tucked under her in half lotus. Her assistant

and longtime friend Kayla Paige, a retired adult-film actress and wife of

Limp Bizkit founding member Sam Rivers, buzzes with aimless energy

around the room they're sharing. They'd only just woken up and are in the

middle of a discussion about penile implants, which I confess I didn't know

is a thing. Then Paige half-jokinglv wonders if she needs vaginal lip

reduction surgery and drops her pants for reference. She isn't wearing

panties.
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Daniels rolls her eyes and laughs. I stand

for a moment unsure where to sit, then

motion to the other bed, which Paige

says I can sit on. "1 don't have anything,"

she assures me with a chuckle. I sit on

the edge of the bed and Daniels and I

make small talk. Her safe word, I learn, is
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Stormy Daniels Sues

Trump, Claims He

Never Signed 'Hush

Agreement'

"Penguins have terrible breath," she says.

"How do you know penguins have

terrible breath?" I ask.
Adult film star asks judge to void non

disclosure agreement regarding

alleged affair with President
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"They smell like they've been earing bad vagina. I got to pet one at a zoo - if

yon ever go to the zoo, the penguin habitat is the stinkiest one. It smells

like a reallybad porn set."

She goes on like this for half an hour, bouncing from topic to topic. They

had dinner last night with retired adult-film icon Randy Spears, an old

friend; they need to do a Walmart run later; a fan sent Stormy a piece of

very expensive Louis Vuitton luggage. Finally we get to the business of a

proper interview. I ask what everyone is getting wrong about Stormy

Daniels right now.

If I was nominated for best sex

scene at multiple award shows,

Daniels says, "how was I not

current?"

rr

rr

"That I somehow needed this current situation to happen to revive or

restart my career," she says, without skipping a beat. She's been doing porn

and stripping consistently for the past 15 years and had 17 total

nominations at last year's adult-film awards shows, including for director of

the year. "If I was nominated for best sex scene at multiple awrard shows,"

she says, "how was I not current?"

In the month since news reports first revealed that Donald Trump's

attorney, Michael Cohen, paid Stormy Daniels 8130,000, allegedly in

exchange for her silence about a 2006 tryst the then-27-year-old porn star

had with Trump, her celebrity had skyrocketed. She appeared on Jimmy

Kimmel, was parodied on SaturdayNight Live, and embarked on a

nationwide "Make America Horny Again" strip club tour. Through Cohen,

she issued a statement denying the affair, but then in public seemed to fan

the story's flames by coyly denting the denial.
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But she was also in the uncomfortable position of being a political problem

for the president of the United States, Behind the scenes, she was in a tug

ofwar with Cohen, as she sought to free herself from the nondisclosure

agreement she'd signed - in a cruel twist, after news broke of the alleged

affair between Donald Trump and Stormy Daniels, Stormy Daniels was the

one person on Earth forbidden from talking about it.

Hated by the right, mocked by the left and pursued doggedly by

unscrupulous press over a decade-old tryst with a man twice her age,

Daniels was at that very center of the swirling centrifuge ofwide-eyed WTF

weirdness that is America in the age of Trump. And in the midst of all of it

she was doing a national strip-club tour with a title that played on Trump's

campaign slogan. At a time when many people might attempt seclusion,

Daniels was, in the parlance of om* times, leaning in.
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My inbox is flooded daily with unsolicited press releases, and this

meeting began with one such message, promoting a "Make America Horny

Again" tour date at a club on Long Island. The release was riddled with

typos, so I did what anyone does with something like that in 2018: posted a

screenshot of it with a snarky tweet pointing out how Trump's alleged

porn-star ex-mistress's PR people can't spell. Daniels herself responded

minutes later, "Haha! Not from my PR team. But my guess is someone from

the club is gonna get in trouble for not proofreading."

Moments later, she followed that up: "Side note: Wish I had a PR team. That

sounds vert" fancy. . .although I'd make said team do other mundane shit just

so I could say things like When you're done spelling checking the release

about anal, can you get my Gstring out of the freezer & help me scrape the

candle wax off it?"' In the exchange that followed she sent me a picture of

her actual G-strings in the freezer - "overpriced butt floss," she called them.

Needless to say, I was intrigued. She seemed funny and quick, but also

thick-skinned and refreshingly playful in response to my light Internet

derision. I asked if she'd be up for an interview, DM'd her my phone

number. A few days later I got a call from "No Caller ID."

"Hello?" I said, hesitantly.

Capture URL: https://www.rollingstone.com/culture/features/one-night-with-stormy-daniels-the-hero-america-needs-w517692

Capture timestamp (UTC): Mon, 02 Apr 2018 18:20:29 GMT

Case 2:18-cv-02217-SJO-FFM   Document 20-4   Filed 04/02/18   Page 6 of 30   Page ID #:305



Document title: One Night with Stormy Daniels, the Hero America Needs - Rolling Stone

Capture URL: https://www.rollingstone.com/culture/features/one-night-with-stormy-daniels-the-hero-america-needs-w517692

Capture timestamp (UTC): Mon, 02 Apr 2018 18:20:29 GMT Page 6 of 43

— One Night with Stormy Daniels, the Hero America Needs

"You shouldn't answer calls from blocked numbers," a female voice said. I

stayed silent. "This is Stormy," she said.

"Oh," I said. "I thought you were my ex-girlfriend."

"Not yet!" Daniels chirped.

We arranged to meet in Houston a few days later, when her tour passed

through town.

I have two choices," Daniels

says of the Trump scandal. "Sit at

home and feel sorry for myself,

or make lemonade out of

lemons.

rr

rr

Sitting across from one another in her hotel room, she tells me a little

about her childhood. Daniels was bom in Baton Rouge, Louisiana, in 1979,

and grew up with her mom. Her dad was rarely around. Her name at birth

was Stephanie Clifford, but Stormy is in every other sense her real name -

it's what she went by growing up before it became her stage name. "Up until

this, if someone called me Stephanie, I thought you wTere the IRS," she says.

"No one calls me Stephanie. My own child doesn't even know that

Stephanie is my name."

She left home at 17 and soon started stripping, and then doing porn. She

became one ofonly a handful of contract girls with Wicked Pictures, one of

the industry's leading companies, and in 2004 won "Best New Starlet" at the

AVN Awards, often called "the Oscars of pom." She continued acting and

directing under contract with Wicked until January when, she says, she left

the company and signed a contract With Digital Playground, another

dominant studio in the adult-film industry.
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She's been stripping all along too, except for a forced interlude last year

after she broke her back in a horse-riding accident. "A lot of the bookings

were already in place before all the current things came to light/' Daniels

says. In fact, there really is no "Make America HomyAgain" tour per se. The

name was concocted independently by a club owner in South Carolina, and

"other clubs just jumped on board," she says. The "Make America Horny

Again" tour - a name Daniels finds irksomely cheesy - has evolved around

her, almost independent ofher, much like the maelstrom invoking the

payment and the president, with one key difference: Unlike the Trump and

Stormy scandal, if she wants to turn the tour off, she can. But Stormy

Daniels is facing her newfound infamy head-on.

"I can't make it go away," she says. "I don't have a magic wand to erase what

people are sating. So I have two choices: Sit at home and feel sorry for

myself, or make lemonade out of lemons." She was already dancing - now

she's dancing more, for a much higher rate. "I would be a fucking Idiot to

turn it down," she says. "We live in a capitalist society. I think if anyone, in

any field, was approached and someone said, 'Hi! You know that job you are

already doing? Would you like to do it next week for quadruple your normal

pay?' Show me one person who would say no."
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Daniels is currently on a "Make America Homy Again" strlo-club tour - though she finds the name irksomely
cheesy, atrick Fallor\/ZUMA
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About eight hours before showtime, I join Paige on a Walmart run for

props: a laundry basket, a sponge, squirt guns and body wash. Daniels

would have only a light dinner before that night's show, so Paige and I stop

at a Chipotle. As we sit eating our burrito bowls, I ask her what it was like

when the Trump news broke.

"It was just weird to me, because I remember being on set years ago and we

would hear him calling all the time - it was like a joke," Paige says. "She

would put him on speakerphone and walk away and he'd still be talking." At

the time, no one thought much about it, she says, because there wasn't

much to it.

"She was just a girl that met a rich dude that runs pageants, and, like, 'Fuck

it, let"s go hang out, who cares?' " Paige says. "Who hasn't gone and fucked

someone we regret?"

When we get back to the hotel, Paige disrobes almost immediately and

starts romping around the room naked, getting ready for the night. As

Daniels and I sit down to talk some more, barely audible moans start

issuing from the room next door, then a loud and distinct cry of arousal -

by the sound of it, someone is having rather good sex.

Paige and I press our ears against the wall. "Look at you two," Daniels says

with mock ridicule. "Should I offer to give them some direction?" All of us

laugh.

On the surface, Daniels seems to be having fun with everything going on.

But underneath her peppy, inviting facade, this looks like an ordeal for her.

In addition to eome-ons from fans, she gets a steady stream ofhateful

messages on social media, mostly from women - I wratch them pom* in all

afternoon wiiile we talk. She's quick to brush off all the hate mail, but she

also keeps showing it to me, as if to convince me, and perhaps herself, of

how little it bothers her.

Don't get me wrong, I'm not an

angel," says Daniels. "I'm

capitalizing on this.

rr

rr
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Then there are the news reports she says are untrue. She shows me an item

in TMZ that she says falsely claims she took her dirty laundry to a strip-club

appearance - for years she's used a Walmart laundry' basket to carry her

show props. There was a report in the Los Angeles Times in which a club

manager is quoted complaining of her arriving late - she shows me text

messages that she says indicate the club manager flatly disavowing the

quote. "I'm trying to salvage my reputation as a stripper!" she says. The

trolls that do get under her skin are those who say she, at 38, is too old to be

plying the sex-fantasy trade. 'T mean, a woman doesn't reach her sexual

peak until 40, right?" she says.

Plus, there's the fact that there are things she wants to tell me - to tell

everyone - that she can't. She can't even say why she can't. She's frustrated.

"It's super-shitty," she says, looking me dead in the eyes, moaning neighbors

in the background. "I'm just trying to do things to keep it fun."

Amid all of it, her life - the quiet, private life that has almost nothing to do

with pom or Trump -has been turned upside down.

Daniels lives with her daughter and partner in a quiet community in the

Dallas metro area, where she keeps seven horses, including a pony for her

little girl. She's a nationally ranked equestrian (the back injury last year was

from a show-jumping accident), and her personal Instagram account is of

the wife-and-mother variety, riddled with pictures of horses. Though she

doesn't talk to her mom or her biological father, she's close to the celebrity

photographer Keith Munyan, who is a generation older than Stormy and

also grew up in small-town Louisiana. (She calls Munyan her dad.)

Glendon Cram, whom she's been with since 2009, is a professional heavv-

metal drummer who has played in bands like Godhead and Hollywood

Undead and toured alongside the likes of Katy Perry and Korn; he's not

unaccustomed to dealing with media, but the scale and intensity of this

have been something else entirely. Since the story broke, Daniels says, she's

been hounded by reporters, disinvited from a friend's wedding, and seen

her daughter disinvited from a birthday party.
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"My daughter didn't deserve any of this," Daniels says. "[Cram] didn't

deserve any of this. Don't get me wrong, I'm not an angel. I'm capitalising

on this." But the idea that she needed 15 minutes of fame, or orchestrated

or wanted any of this, she says, is absurd. "I didn't retire, I wasn't trying to

retire, I wasn't in any sort of need to do this," she says. "It eclipses

everything else that I've worked hard on that I wanted to be known as, and I

was very happily living incognito back home."
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When we arrive at the Vivid strip club in Houston, the place is almost

sleepy, with blank-faced women bouncing and rotating under purple lights

while a few dozen men drink beers and watch. There's a bar along the

length of one wall and a fish tank in the corner where a hallway leads to the

smoking patio and the private rooms in the back. In a small beige-and-

brown, paper-strewn office in the bowels of the club, Daniels sits at the

desk and takes her props out of a suitcase. She asks me to light some

candles, which she tucks away in another room to burn undisturbed for a

while.

A little after 11 p.m., it's finally time for Daniels to hit the stage. The Cult's

"Fire Woman" kicks off as she walks out, and she struts up and down the

catwalk in a hooded red cape. She's got intense in-character focus, and the

place transforms. "Is that really herr" a guy standing at the tip rail says to no

one in particular. Daniels lays down a blanket at the front of the stage and

places her tray of burning candles on it. She lifts one up to her face, pours

wax down her enormous breasts and into the front of her G-string. She

orders a guy at the tip rail to spin around and lay back onto the stage, then

drops her crotch onto his face, writhing over him. Paige works the crowd,

eliciting tips, and at the end of the set, about 15 minutes after it began, she

scurries about the stage sweeping up cash. Daniels cleans up and, around

midnight, sits at a table to sign fan merch before doing it all again in a

couple of hours. No one can say she doesn't work hard for her money

Watching Daniels that night in full command of the crowd, titillating

strangers for cash and flirting with her fans like a pro, I think of how she's

portrayed as a dumb bimbo in the SNL parodv, in which Cecily Strong savs

that in 2018 Stormy Daniels is the hero America deserves. Whether that's

true or not, in 2018 Stormy Daniels may be the hero America needs.

A decade and a halfworking in porn imbues a person with an unusual

frankness, a kind of extreme authenticity. A successful porn star with a

career like Daniels' must be comfortable in her own skin and with other

people's bodies, including the weird-looking parts (penises and vaginas,

anuses and perinea), and with the various kinds of discharge the human

body produces - all things the rest ofus would rather stop thinking about
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when the erotic moment has passed and we put our clothes back on. Porn

stars also have to be comfortable dwelling in the contradictions ofpom: in

fans' fantasies, but also in the mundane world ofbills, groceries, hobbies

and, in Daniels' case, being a mom; in exposing the most intimate parts of

themselves doing one of the most intimate things humans do, while

maintaining a life as an authentic person who feels passion and love. Maybe

what America needs most in 2018, as we stew in rage, simultaneously

enthralled, bewildered and revolted by ourselves, is a pom star to help us

take a long, uncompromising, compassionate look at our country and

culture, gross parts and all.

At around 3 a.m., back in the office,

Daniels changes into street clothes and

deflates a sex doll she had used in her

act. She and Paige pack up her props and

costumes and count out cash to tip the

DJ. She gathers up her things, takes one

last glance around the room where she'd

prepped for two shows a night, three

nights in a row, and flashes me a smile.

«* v

X~

"Time to go put my G-strings in the

freezer!"
Vj

Daniels before tier Long Island appearance
earlier this year. : nt/Geiiy

Though she didn't mention it once,

throughout the course of the day we spent together, Daniels had been

staring down the barrel of a restraining order filed by Michael Cohen to

prevent her from speaking about the alleged affair or the NDA. She'd

learned of it when she landed on her flight to Houston. She had recently

retained a new attorney who was aggressively representing her interests,

but when we met, the precise meaning of the restraining order was not yet

clear and the fact of its existence not yet something she could discuss.

On the following Tuesday, Daniels filed a lawsuit against Donald Trump

asking the court to declare the NDA she signed regarding the alleged affair

invalid on the grounds that Tramp himself never signed it. In her

complaint, she confirmed that the affair took place and alleges that in
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myriad ways Cohen, acting as Trump's agent, has intimidated and coerced

her from October 2016, when she first agreed to sign the agreement, to the

present.

"I was fine with saving nothing," Daniels tells me when we catch up over

the phone a few days later. "But I am not fine with being bullied into lying,

or being bullied at all.

"Standing up to bullies is kind of my thing," she says, cheerfully. "They

started it."

Press SecretarySaiiah Huckabee Sanders denied Daniels' claims when asked

yesterday. Watch below.
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         1334 PARKVIEW AVENUE, SUITE 280 MANHATTAN BEACH, CALIFORNIA 90266 
                WWW.BLAKELYLAWGROUP.COM T 310-546-7400   F 310-546-7401 
 

 
E-mail bblakely@blakelylawgroup.com 

 
March 27, 2018 

 
VIA EMAIL & U.S. MAIL 
Mr. Michael J. Avenatti 
Avenatti & Associates, APC 
520 Newport Center Drive, Suite 1400 
Newport Beach, CA 92660 
Email: mavenatti@eoalaw.com  

 
 

Re: Clifford v. Trump, et. al.  
          Case No. 18-cv-02217-SJO-FFM 

 
Dear Mr. Avenatti:   
 
 I am writing to request an in-person meet and confer conference pursuant to Local 
Rule 7-3 regarding the First Amended Complaint you recently filed.  Defendant Michael 
Cohen is considering filing an anti-SLAPP motion pursuant to California Code of Civil 
Procedure §425.16 in connection to Clifford's Second Cause of Action for Defamation.  
Under the statute, “[a] cause of action against a person arising from any act of that person 
in furtherance of the person's right of petition or free speech under the United States or 
California Constitution in connection with a public issue shall be subject to a special 
motion to strike, unless the court determines that the plaintiff has established that there is 
a probability that the plaintiff will prevail on the claim.” 
 

Here, Cohen's alleged statement arose in connection with a public issue.  See e.g., 
Paris Hilton v. Hallmark Cards et al., 580 F.3d 874 (9th Cir. 2009).  Ms. Clifford will 
have the burden of establishing that there is a probability of her prevailing on her 
defamation claim.  

 
As set forth in the First Amended Complaint, Clifford's defamation claim is 

premised on the following statement by Mr. Cohen:  
 
“Just  because  something  isn’t  true doesn’t  mean  that  it  can’t  cause  you  

harm   or  damage.  I will always protect Mr. Trump.” 
 
“Defamation consists of, among other things, a false and unprivileged publication, 

which has a tendency to injure a party in its occupation.”  Wilbanks v. Wolk (2004) 121 
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Cal.App.4th 883, 901.  Washer v. Bank of America (1948) 87 Cal. App. 2d. 501, 509.  
The sine qua non of recovery for defamation …  is the existence of falsehood.’  Because 
the statement must contain a provable falsehood, courts distinguish between statements of 
fact and statements of opinion for purposes of defamation liability.  Although statements 
of fact may be actionable as libel, statements of opinion are constitutionally protected.”  
McGarry v. University of San Diego (2007) 154 Cal.App.4th 97, 112.   

 
Truth is an absolute defense to defamation.  Washer v. Bank of America (1948) 87 

Cal. App. 2d. 501, 509.  Nothing about the aforementioned statement, which is not 
directed at anyone in particular, is untrue.  Indeed, as of this date, Ms. Clifford had stated 
on at least three different occasions, including in a letter that she signed one month before 
Mr. Cohen’s alleged statement, that she did not have an intimate relationship with Mr. 
Trump.  Thus, her statements which are completely contradictory— that she did not, and 
that she did, have an intimate relationship— cannot both be true. 

 
Ms. Clifford's defamation claim also will fail because when Mr. Cohen made the 

alleged statement, he was engaging in his constitutionally protected right to express his 
opinion.  “Under the First Amendment there is no such thing as a false idea.  However 
pernicious an opinion may seem, we depend for its correction not on the conscience of 
judges and juries but on the competition of other ideas.”  Gertz v. Robert Welch, Inc. 418 
U.S. 323, 339-340 (1974). 

   
Finally, Ms. Clifford will be required to establish a prima facie claim that she 

suffered actual damages.  Because the purported libelous statement would require further 
consideration of extrinsic facts, it is not libel per se.  Cal. Civil Code §45a.  Thus, Ms. 
Clifford would have to prove that she suffered special damages as a proximate result 
thereof.  Again, as of the time Mr. Cohen made this statement, Ms. Daniels had stated on 
at least three different occasions that she did not have an intimate relationship with Mr. 
Trump.  Even if one were to distort Mr. Cohen's statement to the length that you attempt 
in the First Amended Complaint, it can hardly be said that Mr. Cohen's statement, which 
nowhere contradicts Ms. Clifford's stated position at this time, somehow damaged Ms. 
Clifford.   

 
Should Ms. Clifford's defamation claim fail to survive an anti-SLAPP challenge, 

she would be held responsible for Mr. Cohen's legal fees.  
 
Moreover, you have exposed yourself personally to potential sanctions for filing a 

frivolous pleading in violation of Federal Rule of Civil Procedure, Rule 11, which was 
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enacted to deter abusive pretrial tactics and to streamline litigation by excluding baseless 
filings.  Cooter & Gell v. Hartmarx Corp., 496 U.S. 384, 392-393; Golden Eagle 
Distributing Corp. v. Burroughs Corp., 801 F. 2d 1531, 1542 (9th Cir. 1986).    

 
We therefore ask that you reconsider Ms. Clifford’s Second Cause of Action for 

Defamation against Mr. Cohen, and stipulate to the voluntary dismissal of same. 
 
I have a trial beginning on April 3, 2018 in another matter and therefore request 

that we hold the meet and confer conference regarding Mr. Cohen's anti-SLAPP motion 
this week.  As the prior meet and confer conference was held at my office, I’ll be happy 
to travel to Newport Beach for this one. 

 
Naturally, all of my client’s claims are expressly reserved and none are waived. 
 

       Sincerely, 

         

 

       BRENT H. BLAKELY 

  

cc: Charles J. Harder, Esq. (via email) 
 Ryan Stonerock, Esq. (via email) 
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