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DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR REPORT OF INVESTIGATION
U.S. FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE REPORT#: 2016202712R052
OFFICE OF LAW ENFORCEMENT APPROVED

Note: This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the Office of Law
Enforcement, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. It is the property of this office and is loaned to your
agency. It, and its contents are not to be distributed outside of your agency.

CASE TITLE REPORT DATE CASE NUMBER
12/18/2018 2016202712
GWEXOTICS REPORTING OFFICER CASE STATUS
Matthew Bryant - SA0753 FEDERAL
CRIMINAL
PROSECUTION
PENDING

APPROVED BY
Matthew Bryant, SA0753 - 12/18/2018
Thomas Karabanoff, SA0512 - 01/16/2019
Phillip Land, SA0602 - 01/30/2019

SUBJECTS OF REPORT

ROBERT LUCE ENGESSER - JUNGLE SAFARI

SYNOPSIS

This report documents the September 2018, inquiry by Indiana Department of Natural
Resources Detective Sergeant Brian Kaser regarding Robert ENGESSER's activity in Kokomo,
Indiana, during November 2017. This report also documents U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service/Office of Law Enforcement Special Agent (SA) Matthew Bryant and Federal Bureau of
Investigation SA Andy Farabow re-interview of ENGESSER in October 2018.
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Matthew Bryant, SA0753
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REPORT OF INVESTIGATION INV #: 2016202712
Title: GW EXOTICS Report #: 052

DETAILS OF INVESTIGATION

Inquiry by Indiana Department of Natural Resources (INDNR) Regarding Robert
ENGESSER Activity in Kokomo, Indiana

On September 13, 2018, INDNR Detective Sergeant Brian Kaser was requested by U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service/Office of Law Enforcement (USFWS/OLE) Special Agent (SA) Matthew
Bryant to determine if Robert ENGESSER was in Kokomo, Indiana at Button Dodge dealership
during November 2018 (See Report 040). Detective Kaser determined ENGESSER was at the
dodge dealership on November 21, 2017, but no other information was discovered indicating he
was there before or after that date in November 2017. (See attachment #1, INDNR Incident
Report).

Follow-Up Interview of ENGESSER

On October 24, 2018, SA Bryant and Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) SA Andy Farabow
conducted a telephone interview with ENGESSER at the FBI Office in Norman, Oklahoma (See
attachment #2, ENGESSER Re-Interview).

On this same date, but after the interview was concluded, ENGESSER text SA Bryant an image
of two (2) forms documenting the movement of a lion cub from Florida to Texas in November
2017 (See attachment #3, Transfer Forms).

DESCRIPTION OF SUBJECTS

The following subjects have been previously been identified:
ENGESSER, Robert — See R031

PRIOR VIOLATIONS

None to document as no new subjects have been identified in this report.
WITNESSES

Special Agent Matthew Bryant
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
Office of Law Enforcement
2700 Coltrane Place, Ste. 4
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REPORT OF INVESTIGATION INV #: 2016202712
Title: GW EXOTICS Report #: 052

Edmond, Oklahoma 73034
(405) 715-0617

Special Agent Andy Farabow

Federal Bureau of Investigation

3201 West Tecumseh Road, Suite 210
Norman, Oklahoma 73069

(405) 364-5137

Detective Sergeant Brian Kaser

Indiana Department of Natural Resources
402 West Washington Street, Room W160A
Indianapolis, Indiana 46204

(574) 780-5315

LAWS VIOLATED

No new violations of law have been identified at this time.

EVIDENCE

No new evidence has been identified at this time.

Audio Recordings/Video Recordings/Photographs Created by Law Enforcement:

1. One (1) digital audio file, entitled “WS310162.WMA”, created on 10/24/2018, stored at
the Office of Law Enforcement, Edmond, Oklahoma.

2. One (1) digital audio file, entitled “WS310163.WMA”, created on 10/24/2018, stored at
the Office of Law Enforcement, Edmond, Oklahoma.

Evidence Seized and Maintained by Another Agency:

No evidence has been seized and/or maintained by another agency at this time.

ATTACHMENTS

1. Copy of INDR, Incident Report, prepared by Detective Kaser, dated 9/14/2018 (4 pages).
2. Copy of FBI investigative report, prepared by SA Farabow, dated 11/20/2018 (2 pages).
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REPORT OF INVESTIGATION INV #: 2016202712
Title: GW EXOTICS Report #: 052
3. Copy of Transfer Forms related to movement of a lion cub from Florida to Texas, both

dated 11/ 2017 (2 pages).
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IDNR LAW ENFORCEMENT IN-18-00064

Incident Report Form ORHAz01e
ASSIST FEDERAL AGENCY
Primary Officer: BRIAN G. KASER - K3017
D Juvenile Involved D Investigation D Video Available D Gang Related El Paperless
D Domestic Related E] Suspects D Bias Crime EI Accident |:| Administrative
[JAicohol Related  [] Arrests Made [[] brugs Involved [J Ready for DA / Prosecutor  [_] Alarm Activated
Log Number Incident Number File Number Case Number UCR
IN-18-00064
Incident Type ASST7 Dispatcher | Source District Status
ASSIST FEDERAL AGENCY IS 434 PEND-A
Incident Date / ﬁmes Incident Occurred At or Between

Date Received Day Rec'd Earliest Date and ﬁme Latest Bate and Time
09/14/2018 Friday
isposition ASSIST ception
ASSISTANCE PROVIDED [ suspended
UCR Clearance UCR Occur Date | UCR Clear Date | UCR Count | UCR Human Traffic Code{ UCR HT Count
N/A
Location Intersection :I_j
1220 EAST BLVD Cross Street
KOKOMO IN 46902
GPS Loc X GPS Loc X
Business Name Premise Code Arson Value
ABRA
Gang Weather
Modus Operandi Coding VICTIM:
ENTRY: PROPERTY
EXIT: AREA:
METHOD: TIME OF DAY:
Y ¥ o
Cler | Conplaina: Typs Normal D Anonymous D Hangup D Refused D
O D PERSO
Name (Last, First, Middle) - Address ~Juveniie] Date of Birth Age Race | Sex | Ethnic ] Socil Security Number
RENBARGER, BRANDON O
Weight Height Hair yes Phone Number
1220 EAST BLVD (765) 626-0450
KOKOMO IN 46902 Driver License Number State Class | Expiration Date |
|10 Provided Tdentiication Detall

L_ln_k Comments

IN-18-00064 9/14/2018 Approved By: nane -
= e Attachment: 1

MALD-PASS_015794 Page: 10f4
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IDNR LAW ENFORCEMENT IN-18-00064

Incident Report Form 09/14/2018
ASSIST FEDERAL AGENCY

INVOLVED PERSONS

SUSPECT i _ G - e CODE; soae C
Name (Last, First, Middle) - Address Juvenile| Date of Birth Age Race | Sex | Ethnic Social Security Number
ENGESSER, ROBERT LUCE O 1965 5 |w M |O M'2555
leight Height Hair Eyes e Number
603
93 Driver License Number tate Class | Expiration Date |
E522772650900 FL
O Provided Tdentiicaton Detal
Link Comments
D OP
O D
Invelvement s e i 3 ~ | Type (A=Auto/Truck)| Plate Number Plate State | Piate Type Code | Tag Year | Date Linked Current Vehicle
SUSPECT VEHICLE A 3777GF FL TK 2018 | 09/26/2018
[~ Vehicle ¥ear Wake Wodel Color Vehicle [dentification Number (VIN) USDOT Number " TCC Number
2008 DODG R35 WHI 3DEWC68A58G115633
Insurance Company Insurance Company Policy Number

nvolvement Comments

INVOLVED VESSELS | BOATS
PERSON / VEHICLE INVOLVEMENTS

Involved Person / Involvement Plate State Year Make Model
ENGESSER ROBERT OWN/OP | 3777GF 2008 | DODG

INVOLVED BUSINESSES / ORGANIZATIONS

Business / Organization Name Business Address

ABRA 1220 EAST BLVD
Phone 1 Phane 2 Phone 3

(765) 626-0450 KOKOMO, IN 46902

Involvement Comments

RESPONDING / INVOLVED UNITS, OFFICERS, AND TIMES

Division Supervisor
Unit Number __ Officer / ID (Ofcr 1/ Ofcr 2) Officer / ID (Ofcr 3 / Ofcr 4)

BRIAN G. KASER K3017 .

Agency Lognum Unit

IN-18-00064 9/14/2018 | Approved By: PAGE 2

IRF 1.6 Approved On:

Attachment: 1
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IDNR LAW ENFORCEMENT IN-18-00064
Incident Report Form 09/14/2018
ASSIST FEDERAL AGENCY
COMMENTS /| NARRATIVES
Title
SUPPLEMENT
Narrative Created By / Created On Narrative Updated By / Update On
BRIAN G. KASER 09/26/2018 | BRIAN G. KASER 09/27/2018
Approved By / On
09-13-2018

I, Det. / Sgt. Brian Kaser, was asked to provide assistance to the USFWS in regards to a suspect and his
associated vehicle. | was provided information that a suspect in an ongoing USFWS investigation may have
had his vehicle in Kokomo Indiana for repair dunng the time of a suspected illegal wildlife transaction.
Information provided was that at some point during November 2017 Robert ENGESSER had a 2008 white
Dodge dually truck at Button Dodge for some type of service and or repair. | was asked to verify if
ENGESSER or his associated truck had been at the place of business and what dates he or the truck had
been there

09-14-2018

| made contact at Button Dodge located at 1220 E Bivd Kokomo IN 46902. | spoke with Service advisor
Garrit Stryker and asked if he could locate a possible vehicle service at the dealership with the owner name.
STRYKER was able to locate the vehicle using the VIN number of ENGESSER's dodge truck. STRYKER
was able to see that the vehicle in question had actually been at the dealership's associated body shop, Abra.
STRYKER told me that the body shop would have better records.

| made contact at Abra and was told | should talk Brandon RENBARGER, who was the production
manager. | was told RENBARGER was not in the office and that | could leave a wntten request if | wanted. |
told them | would rather return to discuss the matter in person

-20-201

| made contact with RENBARGER at Abra auto body and repair. | explained that | was looking to verify
that a particular owner and or truck had been at his business in November of 2017. | provided the last 6
numbers of the VIN of the truck in question and the owner name. As soon as RENBARGER located the truck
in his record system he told me he remembered this guy. | was told that the truck had been involved in a
collision and had amived at the body shop on 09-22-2017 and repair was finished and the vehicle left on 12-
22-17. | asked if the truck ever left the body shop during that time period.

Upon looking at notes in the file RENBARGER told me that ENGESSER had called on 11-8-17 and
wanted to pick up the truck on 11-17-17. He told me he remembered getting the truck ready and no one
showed up on the 17*". RENBARGER said he remembered something about early the next week
ENGESSER showed up and refused to take it due to body lines being wrong and tire/wheel issue.
RENBARGER said he remembered the guy with ENGESSER saying how tired he was because they drove all
night to get up here. A report in the file showed the truck was taken to get a tire/wheel repair on 11-21-17 and
was gone for about 1 hour at approximately 1530 hours. In the file there was a copy of a report that

ENGESSER signed on 11-21-17. RENBARGER said ENGESSER had to be in the shop on that date to sign
the report.

On 11-22-17 the truck was towed to Indianapolis to Palmers Frame shop to have the frame pulled. Reports

IN-18-00064 9/14/2018 0 Approved By: PACKE 2
o Attachment; 1
MALD-PASS 015796 Page: 3of4
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IDNR LAW ENFORCEMENT IN-18-00064

Incident Report Form 09/14/2018
ASSIST FEDERAL AGENCY

showed there were two more telephone calls from ENGESSER to Abra to discuss the frame and repair, one
on 11-24-17 and the other on 11-28-17. The truck was towed back to Abra from Palmerson 12-13-17. The
report showed that the truck was released to ENGESSER on 12-22-17

IN-18-00064 9/14/2018 m Approved By: PAGE 4

IRF 1.6 Approved On:
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p
FD-302 (Rev. 5-8-10) -1 of 2-

OFFiciAL RECORD

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Date of entry 11/27/2018

Robert L. Engesser, white male, date of birth% 1965,
social security number -2555, was contacted a ne
number (352)246-6942. 1 Agent (SA) Matt Bryant, United
States Fish & Wildlife Service, participated in the interview. Enge
sser's wife, Pat Engesser, was present with Engesser during the
interview. The information set forth below is an interview
summary. It is not intended to be a verbatim account and does not
memorialize all statements made during the
interview. Communications by the parties during the interview were
recorded on audio and video equipment used by SA Bryant. The
recording captures the actual words spoken. Engesser was advised
of the identities of the interviewing Agents and the nature of the
interview. Engesser then provided the following information:

Engesser has known Joe Maldonado for several years. Engesser
purchased tiger cubs and lion cubs from Maldonado on numerous
occasions.

In late 2017, Maldonado asked Engesser to "advance" him money
for a cub. Engesser sent a wire transfer to Maldonado sometime in
late 2017 but he did not actually receive the cub from Maldonado
until early 2018. Engesser did not recall the amount of this wire
transfer.

Engesser was asked specifically about a MoneyGram in the
amount of $1,000.00 that he sent from a Wal-Mart in Big Spring,
Texas, to Maldonado on November 18, 2017. Engesser acknowledged
that he was in Big Spring, Texas, during November 2017, but advised
that he did not recall this particular wire transfer. Engesser
advised that any money he sent to Maldonado would have been for the
purchase of a cub and that he would not have sent money to
Maldonado for any other reason. (During the interview, Pat
Engesser attempted to locate records pertaining to this wire
transfer, but was unable to locate any).

Engesser did not recall obtaining a tiger cub or lion cub
from Maldonado during November 2017.

Investigationon 10/29/2018 4 Norman, Oklahoma, United States (Phone)

File# 166C-0C-2152431 Date drafied 11/20/2018

by Andrew L. Farabow Attachment: 2

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and its cc

to be distributed outside your agency. MALD-PAS S_O 15798
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166C-0C-2152431
Continuation of FD-302 of (U) Interview of Robert Engesser ,on 10/29/2018  pgee 2 of 2

Cody Bridgmon rode with Engesser from Big Spring, Texas, to
Palestine, Indiana, in November 2017. They arrived in Indiana on
Tuesday, November 21, and left the following day. The purpose of
the trip was to pick up Engesser's truck but it was not in good
condition. Engesser and Bridgmon traveled to and from Indiana in
Engesser's cousin's Dodge 3500 pick-up truck. Engesser did not
recall stopping at GW Exotic Animal Park in Wynnewood, Oklahoma,
during this trip. Neither Engesser nor any of his employees drove
a red sedan.

Tony Crawford and Anthony Farmer worked for Engesser on the
traveling shows. Engesser also hired local help during the shows.

Engesser learned of Maldonado's alleged involvement in a plot
to murder Carole Baskin through news reports.

Engesser no longer owns any tiger cubs or lion
cubs. Engesser plans to begin working as a truck driver in the
near future.

Attachment: 2
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