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Title: GW EXOTICS Report: 040 

DETAILS OF INVESTIGATION  

Interview of Robert ENGESSER 

On 09/13/2018, at approximately 9:55 a.m., U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS) Special Agent 
(SA) Matthew Rogers and Resident Agent-in-Charge (RAC) Michael Merida interviewed Robert 
ENGESSER at the Canton, Illinois, fairgrounds. The non-custodial interview took place inside 
ENGESSER's camper, next to the circus tent that contained his animals on display. 
ENGESSER's wife, Pat, was present during the interview. The interview was audio-recorded 
(see audio files WS600271.mp3 and W5600272. mp3). 

ENGESSER made the following statements during the interview: 

• ENGESSER has known Joe MALDONADO for approximately 7 years. 

• ENGESSER stated that, on display in Canton, Illinois, was a white Bengal tiger, a Siberian 
lynx, and a 41/2  month old lion, all born at ENGESSER's place in Florida. ENGESSER later 
recanted and stated he purchased the 41/2  month old lion from MALDONADO for $3,000.00 
to $4,000.00. SA Rogers photographed the false documents and the lion cub (Attachment 1, 
Images of paperwork and lion). 

• Pat Engesser retrieved documents for the animals which are currently with Engesser's 
traveling zoo, Pat Engesser said, while looking at the documents, that she had "Bruiser," who 
is a tiger cub born in Florida, "Nala," who is a lion cub born in Florida, and "Thumper," who 
is a tiger born in Florida. 

• RAC Merida asked ENGESSER if ENGESSER had any animals, received from 
MALDONADO, that were recorded as born at ENGESSER's home in Florida. ENGESSER 
stated, "No," and "I don't think so." ENGESSER later recanted, stating "Nala" was 
purchased from MALDONADO and recorded as born on ENGESSER's property in Florida. 

• Pat Engesser stated all the paperwork for the cubs received from MALDONADO is at 
ENGESSER's property in Florida. 

• ENGESSER stated he has received and purchased animals from MALDONADO in the past. 
RAC Merida asked ENGESSER about a purchase that took place in November 2017. Pat 
Engesser stated they would not have bought a cub in November because they only travel 
until the first week of December. 

Page 2 of 6 
Form 3-300B 

(Rev. 01/25/2012) 
MALD-PASS_006559

Case 5:18-cr-00227-SLP   Document 180-9   Filed 09/21/21   Page 2 of 14



This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the Office of Law Enforcement, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. It is the 
property of this office and is loaned to your agency. It, and its contents, are not to be distributed outside of your agency. 

REPORT OF INVESTIGATION INV:2016202712 
Title: GW EXOTICS Report: 040 

• ENGESSER stated they had a lion cub, in November 2017, that was born from his lions 
"Kiera" and "Samson." ENGESSER stated there was a litter of three lion cubs from "Kiera." 
Two of the lion cubs died quickly after birth, and the third cub was later put down for 
neurological disorders. 

• ENGESSER paid MALDONADO in cash and through money transfers, via Walmart. 

• ENGESSER stated that, if he bought anything from MALDONADO in November 2017, it 
had to be a tiger cub. ENGESSER reiterated the lion he had on the road with him in 
November 2017 was born from "Kiera." 

• Pat Engesser and ENGESSER stated they never received a liliger from MALDONADO. 
ENGESSER stated the liligers are too hard to place once they are done traveling with the 
zoo. 

• Once ENGESSER admitted the 41/2  month old lion cub was purchased from MALDONADO, 
he stated he paid MALDONADO a $2,000.00 cash deposit and a $2,000.00 money transfer 
through Walmart. 

• ENGESSER stated he visited MALDONADO's place last year and this year. ENGESSER 
could not recall the date he visited MALDONADO last year. 

• ENGESSER stated he purchased big cats from MALDONADO and created paperwork to 
make it look like the 41/2  month old lion and a tiger were born at his place. ENGESSER 
purchased cats from MALDONADO at least 6 or 7 times in the past. RAC Merida showed 
ENGESSER the following chart: 
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CVI # Date From To Form # Type Notes Remarks 
1994055 12/23/2014 GW Zoo Robert 

Engesser 
58CO259 

ODAFF Vet 
Inspection 

2 Tiger 2 F Cubs 
2wks 

Sale 

2039500 10/26/2015 GW Zoo Robert 
Engesser 
58CO259 

ODAFF Vet 
Inspection 

1 Tiger 1M orange 
3wks 

Exhibition/Sale 

2039483 1/19/2016 GW Zoo Robert 
Engesser 
58CO259 

ODAFF Vet 
Inspection 

1 Tiger 1 F Tiger 
lwk 

Sale 

2130044 3/18/2017 GW Zoo Robert 
Engesser 
58CO259 

ODAFF Vet 
Inspection 

1 Tiger 4wks-orange Donate 

2146351 5/9/2017 GW Zoo Robert 
Engesser 
58CO259 

ODAFF Vet 
Inspection 

1 Tiger 5wks 'hybrid' Exhibition 

2161641 10/9/2017 GW Zoo Robert 
Engesser 
58CO259 

ODAFF Vet 
Inspection 

1 Tiger Orange M 
7wks 

SALE 

1/23/2018 Beth 
Corley 
73C0167 

Robert 
Engesser 
58c0295 

Delivery 
Receipt 

1 Tiger F 4wks Donation 

2191859 1/23/2018 GW 
Exotics 

Robert 
Engesser 
58c0295 

ODAFF Vet 
Inspection 

1 Tiger F 4wks Sale 

• ENGESSER stated he believed all the cats listed above would have been purchases. There 
might be two more purchases. 

• ENGESSER stated there would be USDA transfer paperwork for all the animals, regardless 
of whether it was a sale or donation. ENGESSER stated the paperwork for the sale of the 41/2  
month old lion cub would show the cub was born at ENGESSER's property in Florida. 

• ENGESSER stated he picks up the big cat cubs from MALDONADO's place in Oklahoma. 
ENGESSER dealt with either MALDONADO or John Reinke. ENGESSER stated he took 
the animals to his veterinarian to obtain the health certificates needed for animals purchased 
from MALDONADO. 

• ENGESSER stated the 01/23/2018 tiger, documented in the chart above, was a purchase 
from MALDONADO and documented as born at ENGESSER's property in Florida. The 
paperwork shows the tiger as a donation, but it was a sale. ENGESSER paid $2,000.00 for 
the tiger cub. ENGESSER stated he paid $2,000.00 for tigers from MALDONADO. 
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• ENGESSER paid MALDONADO in cash because ENGESSER operates a cash business. 

• ENGESSER stated he purchased cats from MALDONADO until the laws changed. After the 
laws changed, he purchased a couple of cats that were listed as donations. 

• When asked about how ENGESSER and MALDONADO created false documents, 
ENGESSER replied he would purchase the cubs and, if they needed to be shown as born at 
ENGESSER's place, then record them as born at his place. The animals are tracked on the 
USDA inventory ENGESSER is responsible for maintaining. 

• MALDONADO never stated anything to ENGESSER about wanting to kill Carol Baskin of 
Big Cat Rescue. 

• Pat Engesser contacted "Greg," at ENGESSER's place in Florida, who did not locate any 
paperwork for a November 22, 2017, transaction of a lion cub with MALDONADO. 
ENGESSER stated Pat Engesser brought the lion cub, which had been on display in Odessa, 
Texas, from December 6 through December 10, 2017, from their home in Florida. 
ENGESSER stated he went from show to show in Texas. 

SA Rogers and RAC Merida ended the contact at approximately 10:55 a.m., and departed the 
Canton, Illinois, fairgrounds. 

Phone Call to Confirm ENGESSER's Telephone Number 

On 09/13/2018, at approximately 2:00 p.m., RAC Merida attempted to contact ENGESSER via 
cell phone number 352-246-6942. ENGESSER did not answer the phone call, and RAC Merida 
did not leave a voice mail. At approximately 2:13 p.m. ENGESSER contacted RAC Merida, via 
cell phone, and advised he had missed a telephone call from the number. RAC Merida identified 
himself and informed ENGESSER he wanted to confirm 352-246-6942 was a good contact 
number for ENGESSER. ENGESSER stated that was his cell phone number and he could be 
reached at that number. ENGESSER advised that, during the November 22, 2017, timeframe, he 
recalled being in Kokomo, Indiana, at Buttons Dodge. ENGESSER indicated he had work done 
on his vehicle on November 21 and 22, 2017. 

DESCRIPTION OF SUBJECTS  

MALDONADO, Joseph Allen — see Report 002. 

ENGESSER, Robert Luce — see Report 032. 
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PRIOR VIOLATIONS  

None to document as no new subjects have been identified at this time. 

WITNESSES  

Matthew Rogers, Special Agent 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
Office of Law Enforcement 
1230 Jungermann Road 
St. Peters, Missouri 63376 
Telephone: 636-922-9090 

Michael Merida, Resident Agent-in-Charge 
United States Fish and Wildlife Service 
1499 Bradfordton Road 
Springfield, Illinois 62711 
Telephone: 217-793-9554 

Pat Engesser 
P.O. Box 2060 
Chiefland, Florida 32644 
Second Address: 
15491 NW 30th  Avenue 
Trenton, Florida 32693 

LAWS VIOLATED  

To be detelinined by the case agent. 

EVIDENCE  

Audio Recordings/Videos Recordings/Photographs Created by Law Enforcement 

1. Two (2) audio recordings titled "W5600271.mp3" and "W5600272.mp3" created by SA 
Rogers, stored at the FWS Office of Law Enforcement, St. Peters, Missouri. 

2. Eight (8) photographs titled "IMG 0363.jpg" through "IMG_0370.jpg" created by SA 
Rogers, stored at the FWS Office of Law Enforcement, St. Peters, Missouri. 

ATTACHMENTS 

1. Copy of photographs taken by SA Rogers on 09/13/2018 (8 pages). 
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CAPTIVE WILDLIFE APPLICATION AND PERMIT 

Issued tinder AuthOrity orate Wildlife Code of the State of Florida 
(Chapter 68A, Florid* Administrative Code) 
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FLORIDA FISH AND WILDLIFE CONSERVATION  COMMISSION 
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(850) 4884253 
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